The “Fork in the Road”
The Bible makes no apologies. The Book of books makes some pretty extreme
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claims. “Your Word is truth” (John 17:17). “The law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalm
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19:7). “The sum of Your word is truth” (Psalm 119:160). These are not half-hearted prophet cursed
statements. Nothing suggests that the readers of these words “take them with a
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grain of salt.” The Bible is the Truth, not something resembling the truth. And if the they made fun of
him and mocked
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If “all Scripture is God-breathed (QeovpneustoV, pronounced “theh-op'-nyooBonus: how
stos”),” as recorded in 2 Timothy 3:16, then this declaration is what is known as
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“the fork in the road.” If we approach the Bible as anything less than the words of
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God, we are on a different path. If we believe
the Bible does not contain the words of God, then we set out
on a path with series of complicated twists and turns. We
will then be confronted by several turning points where we
must decide which parts are to be taken as truth and which
parts are to be taken as something that is “truth-ish.” If this
is the case, we must regroup and offer adapted phrases
along the lines of “Your Word is mostly truth,” or “the law of
the Lord is nearly perfect,” or “the sum of Your word is kinda
true.” Even at this early stage, we would be talking about
two totally different books.
There is a big difference between a book that IS the Word of God and a book that is the word
of the godly. The first will not bend to the will of man. The second will serve as a tool for just
about any idea man might fashion. The concept of “partial inspiration” opens the door to much
confusion and compromise.
It is the in-between position that proves to be a great source of conflict. If the Bible is simply
a collection of made-up moral fables, then we can all begin “trying” to build a shaky life based on
an existence that came out of nowhere and is headed nowhere. If the Bible IS the Word of God
in the truest sense, then we can begin to map out a purpose and define parameters of life in this
universe and direct our souls to find their way back to the Creator. It is the in-between that
sends us down a million different forked pathways. Partially accepting the Bible reduces us to
“selective obedience.” This does not result in solid truth; it only reveals our personal
preferences.
Even then, life is not so “cut and dried.” Clearly, all kinds of factors must be taken into
consideration. What is your “hidden agenda” when reading the Word of God? What we choose
to believe about the Bible will ultimately determine what we choose to believe. We are in the
midst of a “life changing” argument. We must choose. Will the Bible be attacked or defended in
our mind? Taking things “out of context” is always a potential danger. It will take great effort and
courage to keep our mind open to the Word of God and not “finagle” the Word to fit our ideas.
When it comes to pursuit of the Truth. Take the time to train
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your mind. Be wise when seeking truth. You may need to cast
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away all the eager “insight” offered by others and study the
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Word of God for yourself! Be diligent. Be humble. Be honest.
The Bible makes no apologies. Which “fork in the road” are Friday Bible Study: 7 to 8 PM, yes, every Friday ...
God bless your study of His Word!
you following right now? Please read Matthew 7:13-29.
Children’s Holiday Party: Saturday (12/8)
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To our valued visitors: Please feel free to participate!
You should expect to hear singing with voices only, a few “family” announcements,
prayers spoken, and see the Lord’s Supper offered, then free-willed giving, and gospel
preaching from the Bible. Any response is up to you and will be kindly received. We
are glad you decided to worship God with us on this first day of the week!
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